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The President and Stamping.
By accepting the Indianapolis lnvltattenMr. Wilson practically Invites

SCOres of others; and they will reach
him. Already there are requests that
ha speak from his car. or at specially
arranged meetings, on his way to
Washington from San Francisco neat
spring. He will And it difficult to decline.He will not decline, but reap
hanaSte Tenm oscontin «r Whprpver Tia

speaks he will face a crowd all attention.
In the popular sense, Mr. Wilson is

not an orator. He lacks the snap and
ginger, the postures and gestures, or
the trade. He argues, but does not act.
He sets nobody wild on the instant, but
sends everybody home with something
to think about. Whether men agree
with htm or not, they consider what
he says, and comment on the form in
which he puts it.
More than any other man since

Jackson, Mr. Wilson has shown leadershipwithin the ranks of the democraticparty. When Simon has said
wig wag, democrats have wig-wagged.
They have followed him.some to the
extent of reversing themselves. In the
matter of the Panama canal tolls his
own about-face was no more frankly
or swiftly executed than that of many
others at his instance. The Jacksonian
record contains nothing eclipsing that
for sheer domination.
For these reasons Mr. Wilson will

prove a strong drawing card on the
stump. Men of all parties will want to
see and hear the man who has "set the
pegs" in that way.
Moreover, of late years the people

have acquired & taste for a President
who visits and addresses them face to
face. It la not an unbending on his
part, for as he gets his office and
Importance In It from them they stand
on equality with him. Gen. Harrison,
who was the happiest and most effectiveoff-hand political speaker of his
day, charmed them. And Mr. McKinley,
Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Taft all made
excellent impressions and many friends
on their tours while In office.
Since taking the reins Mr. Wilson has

been busier than any of his predecessorsin the same length of time. His
place has been in Washington, and he
has kept it steadily. But. as now seems
likely, and as everybody hopes, a situationapproaches when he can take a

rest and a look around; and he could
not do better than employ the time
visiting sections he has never seen,
and speaking to great numbers of peoplewho otherwise would never see

him.

Street Widths.
The Commissioners have submitted

an emergency estimate of 17,000 for the
widening of 14th street between F street
and Pennsylvania avenue to accom»h.nrAtertrri new car line that

I is to connect the tracks at F street
with those at the Avenue for the accommodationof the employes of the
government bureaus located south of
the Monument. The street at present
for this one block is only forty-six
feet wide, whereas above and below it
is seventy feet in width, and the greaterwidth is necessary to make room
for a double car track. The change will
involve merely the cutting off of the
sidewalk on .each side, and there should
be no question about the authorization
and appropriation.
This proposed change might profitablybe repeated in several parts of

the city. In numerous instances streets
are suddenly narrowed for no apparent
reason and the space that on one
stretch of the thoroughfare is in pavementis given over to sidewalk. These
sudden alterations of street widths
are discommoding to traffic and of no
advantage whatever to pedestrians. As
the city arrows in DonulAtinn arH <t«

1 traffic increases there is need of every
possible foot of space between curbs,
and it would be a valuable improvementfor changes to be made in street
lines uniformly throughout the city to
give the maximum of traffic spacewithout unduly congesting the sidewalkallowance. In other streets considerablespace could be given to pavementby reducing the sidewalks, evenwhere there are no abrupt changes of
width, the sidewalks being now much
wider than is at all necessary for pedestriantraffic.
These changes ought to be undertakenwithout further delay. They will

cost more lat6r and moreover will involvemore serious disturbance of
existing conditions. With the 14th
street alteration as a starting pointthe Commissioners might profitablytake up this subject promptly for practicalconsideration with a view to therealignment of curbs to make the utmostpossible provision for the traffic

IOI tuture years, which Is certain to b«much heavier than now.

Illinois leaders continue to be worriedfrom time to time by the manner Inwhich their interests are surreptitiouslypromoted by unscrupulous henchmen.

When a Kuropean statesman Is ashed
when the war will end. he Invariably answersthat the war Is only beginning.

Inauguration!.
Qov. Whitman was Inaugurated In the

old style. There was an Imposing militaryparade. Brass bands made music.
I* u« »> vi Aiuttuy were crowded

with sightseers. Beautiful weathei
favored the occasion. Nobody wai
slum. Everybody wae happy. Ever
the democrats enjoyed themselves.
Gov. Suiter, It will be remembered

"eat out the frills," as his admirers expressedit. He walked to the scene attiredIn working: toggrery. As a representativeof the plain people, hi
dressed the part and carried himself as
he considered proper. In his ease th<
business was soon over. No parade
No music. No "nonsense." The short
horse was soon carried.and soon doni
for. i
Gov. Whitman decided wisely. He ac<

cepted the advice of those who knew
' the town and Its tastes, and had seen

many governors inducted Into ofles.
Simplicity is all very well, bat there

are occasions when ceremony and
elaboration are the appropriate caper.

i To omit them is to err. To adopt them
Is to confer wide and great pleasure.
The plainest of the plain people enter
Into the spirit of doing marked honor
by appropriate display to important
public servants.
Now and then some dyspeptic makes

the suggestion that there are too many
"frills" in Washington; that the inaugurationof a President should be a

mere matter of taking the oath of office.Why a parade of any kind? Why
the importation of a single brass band?
Why not let the departing President
welcome the newly arrived President
by a handclasp across the office desk,
and let it go at that?
we snau nor, snouia not, see mat

sort of thing: adopted. Popular taste is
all the other way. The people at large,
no less than the people of Washington,
like the established order. Thousands
at a distance are eager to make the
journey to see the transfer of authority
made from one leader to another. And
they get the worth of their money, and
remember a delightful experience.
when it does not snow.
"When a street parade, civil or military,led by a brass band, fails to

rouse, that community has ceased to
be normal. Something Is the matter;
and it should consult a specialist. It is
threatened with decay. For while the
blood is red and the veins are full, and
the circulation is free, the normal humanbeing leans on the proper occasionsto hullabaloo, and warms to those
who provide it.

A Business Doctor's Prescription.
Secretary Redfleld's New Year greetingis like a breath of fresh air in a

close room. It breathes the spirit of
optimism and vigor and progress, and
a copy of it should reach every manufacturerand merchant and employer
of labor in the country. There is nothingfundamentally unsound in our

financial and industrial condition. The
main trouble today is a feeling of depression.Business America has simplygot the blues, for no particular
cause and without any tangible excuse

except the temporary unsettlement of
certain lines of trade by the European
war. Some of our products were deniedexport for a time, and some of
them are still under embargo, but in
large measure this difficulty has been
balanced by the heavy inflow of orders
for war munitions.
The country has had a remarkable

year in point of agricultural products.
In a recent publication appeared a map
showing the prosperity and depression
areas of the United States, indicating
that the entire central western section
had been exceptionally prosperous, owingto the splendid crops harvested.
The south has been hard hit by the
trouble over cotton, and the manufacturingstates of the Atlantic seaboardhave suffered somewhat. Yet a

balance between all the sections would
leave the country in fair shape, and
there is substantial justification for
Mr. Redfleld's advice to the country to
look on the brighter side of life and
to get busy for the good time that *s
surely coming. These words of his
should be posted in big letters in every
factory and store and business office
in the country:
"If you want prosperity, do your

share to bring it, and do it now. Get
that addition to your shop going. It
will cost you less today than in six
months hence. Is trade a bit dull in
the works? Get those improvements
begun. Prices are low and likely to
rise. You've been thinking of that contractwork. Better start it yourself be-
fore things get the start of you."
Mr. Redfield is a practical business

man who had succeeded largely in his
own line before he entered political
life. He knows whereof he speaks, and
his advice is to be regarded as that of
an expert. He knows that the secret
of success is to take a^rvant^ge of opportunities,and that dull times make
the opportunity for the manufacturer
and the business man to enlarge his
field of operatibn.
Particularly impressive is the admonitionto look abroad and see the real

! distress that is now afflicting the peo.pleof the European countries, particularlyPoland and Belgium, it ill befitsIan American to complain of hard times
when he reckons his own estate in contrastwith that of the sufferers from
the war.

A London editor calls the note from
this country with reference to shipping
interferences an "error of tact." It will be
possible, no doubt, to apply the same
phrase to the incidents which promptedthe note, when the matter is fully
understood.

The New Year is always represented
by a small boy. This winter finds him
looking over the 1915 landscape with
reflections that the political skating
would be better if there were not so
much thin ice on the other side of the
pond.

People intending to travel abroad are
warned to secure passports. Incidentallythey should be admonished not to
travel abroad if they can possibly avoid
it.

No Mexican has fully explained where
their patriots get all the money requiredfor extensive campaigns and retirementsin affluence.

China has developed the style of republicthat finds some difficulty in preventinga presidency from merging
into a dictatorship.

The theater of war has added to the
price that staggers humanity the scenes
that beggar description.

Ball Voosery and the Fatore.
Chairman Robinson of the New York

bull moose state committee.a nephew
of Mr Rons.v.It.will retlr. from or-

flee. The expenses of the organization
are to be cat. Economy will thus be
made a feature of the reform.
In announcing his purpose Mr. Roblnsonsaid: "1 have been chairman for

two years, and I want somebody else
to have a try at it."
That la a patriotic and unselfish spirit.Pass the cake around. If anybody

thinks he can do better In the place for
the cause, here Is his opportunity. Mr.
Robinson Invites him to try his hand.
Who should respond? First of all, he

should be a devoted adherent of TheodoreRoosevelt. Second, he should
know pretty well the game of politics.
Third, he should be a man of means,
and In close touch with other men of
means. And, fourth, he should be a

liberal and cheerful giver to the move\ment. Mr. Roosevelt likes that sort.
The total cost In dollars and cents

of boll moosery to date Is not known.
, But doubtless "the demnltion total" is
, large. It was an expensive diversion
i at the start. The leaders, as a rule,
. were rich, and In the contest of 1S12
t they put op a remarkable fight. Their
s campaign was conducted with vigor,
and as if supported by a strong box of
large proportions. They could not have

e

canvassed so many states and secured
such returns upon a small allowance.
Much less has been done since, and

but little seems now possible. The fad
has passed, as fads will pass. Politicalfads are no more endarlng than
those of other kinds.
Still, if anything more, however little,is to be attempted, money will be

necessary. Legitimate campaign expensesare heavy In a country so large,
and with an electorate dlvtded on many
questions. There are half a dozen issuesnow upon which controversy
waxes warm.
And then many men hesitate to "put

up" for a cause that looks unpromising.They want a return for their
money. Convinced that there Is "somethingin it" for them, they are "touched"with ease. Otherwise, they hesitate,and sometimes refuse. !

Bull moosery as an investment.a
thing to be offered and explained to
hard-headed men of affairs.may not
be called a lure today. It looks rickety
and uncertain. So that those bull mooserswho are still holding on, or who
may accept chairs recently occupied by
others, may expect, and should be pre-
pared, to bear a financial burden of no j
insignificant weight.

, mmm ,
i

Hake the Coasting Safe!
During: the recent prevalence of snow
WaoWflortAW tVin AhlllffMI HTM.tlv Ml.

joyed themselves sliding down hills on

their sleds. Several serious accidents
occurred, one of which has resulted in
the death of a boy. The policemen
all did their best to keep the children
from usiner dangerous hills where the
traffic is heavy, but the youngsters persistedin taking their chances, because
practically there are no perfectly safe
hills !n the city and the children apparentlyreason that they might as

well run their risks at one place as

another.
The District government ought to

take cognizance of the fact that childrenwill slide down hills when snowcoversthe ground, that they record i*
as their right and that to stop them is
"Imost as impossible as to dam the Potomac.The proper thing to do is to
make coasting as safe as possible, and
this can only be done by designating certainstreets where the youngsters can
cnloy themselves without fear of collisionwith street cars, motors or
wagons. If such streets were thus s

designated it would be fair to prohibitthe use of any other places under *

penalty of arrest and punishment. With
this done, the nnrents would doubtless
co-operate by forbidding their children J
to slide anywhere else than on the
designated places.
Such a system would necessarily interferesomewhat with street trafiie,

but it is better to put a slight hanrtleap
noon the movement of vehicles for a
few days each winter than to ollow
conditions to prevail that inevitably
will cause several deaths. With one
'atality already recorded and half a
dozen serious accidents Just short of
fatal there Is abundant reason for actionthat will at least absolve the THs'rletgovernment from responsibility
for neglecting this matter. In all likelihoodthere will be several more snowfallsduring the winter and with the
experiences of the past few days in
mind the Commissioners should move
now to provide safe sliding places for
the weeks to come.

By this time the eminent scientists
and philanthropists who have devoted
brains and fortunes to the work of relievingthe sufferings of humanity mustbe in a somewhat sardonic frame of
mind.

Any lover of real snort would enjoy
some kind of a political line-up that
would enable William H. Taft and TheodoreRoosevelt to try conclusions again.

Constant references to "what mighthave been" are in danger of causingMr. Champ Clark to figure as the Maud
Muller of the democratic party.

The Santa Claus sleigh has been re- t
iireu 10 ciear me tnorougnrare for the
delivery wagon that carries Easter millinery.
The sinking of a ship no longer causes

the terror and surprise that was felt
when the Ill-fated Titanic went down.

Some of the policies offered by Lloyds
would hardly get past a rigidly enforced
anti-gambling statute.

SHOOTCKQ STARS.
BY PHILANDER JOHNSON.

Perfection Par Off.
"So you went on record for prohibition?"
"Yes," replied the man with the

ancient silk hat. "I'm ready to vote
for it. But I can't help hoping that
there'll be a deadlock or an investigationor something to cause the usual
delay."

"De value of an education," said
Uncle Eben, "is de same as dat of a
razor. It depends on what you takes a
notion to do wif it." 1

Discouraged Optimist. j
I'd like to be an optimist. *

Yet, if I tried the sunshine stuff, tThe daily news would show a list 1
Of serious facts to call the bluff. <

Ahead of His Time.
"Do you have trouble In remember- (Ing to write 'lMS'T' s
"A great deal of trouble," admitted 1

the eminent statesman. :

"You still cling to '1914/ I suppose." J"No, sir. The date I can't get oft my ,
mind Is '1916.' " i

The Spirit .of Subsidy. i
"That poet was truly inspired when

he wrote this patriotic sonnet," said
the admiring reader.
"Of course." replied Senator Sorghum.

"In my opinion, nearly everything
you see written about politics is in-
Djurcu ujr uuc mue ur me otner."

1
Old Timen.s

What lota of Jokes we s'rove to make JIn good old days gone by,
About the chaps who used to take
Their knives to eat their pie.

Oh, they were most diverting elves.
But now and then, alas.

They tried to suffocate themselves ]
By blowing out the gas.

And yet the speeches that they made
Wonld stir us to the heart.

The simple eloquence displayed
Meant more than polished art.

In patriot mood they sought the halls
Where mighty men have stood.

Although at making social calls
They weren't any good.

These are the days when speakers please
By polish and address,

Displaying histrionic ease
And scorning rugged stress.

If those old chaps could reappear.
With energies so stout.

We'd lead them to the gas and cheer
The way they'd blow it out.

WHAT THE GOVE!
One of the most important extensions

of the government's public health
work planned in recent

Mental years, according to health
experts, is provided for In

ygiene. a blll to e8tat>iiab a divisionof mental hygiene of the United
States public health service, now pend-
ing In the House and Senate. This new
division will act as a clearing house
for information on the care of insane
persons and mental defectives in the
United States. Part of the work will be
to standardize methods of examinationof alien or immigrant defectives
and another line of investigation will
be to examine mentally defective and
backward children in conjunction with
Dther government agencies.
It is estimated that there are in the

United States today 250,000 insane
persons and more than 300,000 mental
defectives. Health experts point out
that the Influence of insanity and
Teeble-mindedness on the production of
pauperism and criminality and of race
development requires systematic investigationto determine their causes
and methods of prevention. The proposeddivision of mental hygiene in
the public health service will encourage
the extension of such studies as are

now being made of insanity, and will
provide for the compilation and distributionof data concerning the mentalhealth of the public at large and
methods of ameliorating conditions
among those who are suffering from
mental disorders.
Insanity is looked upon by health

officers today as a preventable disease,
i large part or which is due to two or

three important causes well known to

all medical men. According to a statementof Dr. J. W. Kerr, assistant surgeongeneral of the public health service,fully 20 per cent of the first admissionsto hospitals for the insane
are on acount of conditions due to aljoholism.Certain social diseases are

riven as the cause of almost as large
l per cent of insanity as aiconousm.
Officers of the public health service beievethat a thorough study of all the
;auses of insanity, methods of treatnentand preventive measures will re-

iult in a great improvement of public
lealth and in a great economic saving
>f money which has to be expended by
he federal and state governments for
;he maintenance of insane persons who
)ecome public charges.

*
* *

When officials of the Smithsonian Initiationreceived reports during the
past week of the

A, SllppOSCd discovery of the body
. e , of a monster sea ser-
Sfa Serpent. peIlt on Dernlere

island, La., they were not startled.
There was not even a ripple of ex-
:itement when the telegrams began to
:ome in. The receipt of sea serpent
itorles is considered a part of the day's
>usiness at both the Smithsonian Instiutionand the bureau of fisheries.
The sea monster discovered oh Der-

liere Island was described as a huge fish,
'eighty feet long and with an estimatsdweight of ninety tons.180,000
>ounds.with the head of an elephant
vith ivory tusks, the snout of an alligatorand the body of a whale." The
itory of the discovery of the carcass
ft the huge monster was given promilencein first column, first page of the
few Orleans papers Christmas day,
md the first reports telegraphed to the
imithsonian officials here at Washing;onwere positive in the assertion that
v new monster of a species hitherto
inknown and not even suggested in
iny natural history had been cast
Lshore.
Officials of the Smithsonian, however,
'rom the first believed that what had
>een discovered was the body of a

arge whale and the reports which fol-
owed later in tne weeK supported
hem fully In this theory. Their inerestin the discovery, however, did
lot cease when It was learned that
he supposedly unusual sea monster
vas a whale, because if the measurenentsof the carcass are eighty feet,
is is reported in the telegrams so far
eceived, it is probable that the skateonwill be brought to Washington or
jurchased by some state museum, be:auseof its great size. The largest
vhale skeleton which has been mount-
id by the government experts so far
s approximately seventy-eight feet
ong, which makes the report of the
inding of the eighty-foot whale inter-
jsting, even after the sea monster
nyth had exploded.
Most frequently the fish which is misakenfor a sea serpent is the thrasher

shark, which grows to a length of
:wenty feet or more. This shark is
jommonfy known to fishermen in northernAtlantic waters, in the Mediterraneansea and also off the coast of
California as the, "swingle-tailed
ihark," because of the great length of
ts tail. Frequently when a number of
:hese sharks travel together there is
he appearance of an extraordinarily
ong fish, and the long tails, which are
ised to thrash through the water, supportthe belief that a sea serpent has
>een seen.
Dr. W. C. Kendall of the United

states bureau of fisheries reports an
sxperience of his during a cruise off
he Isles of Shoals, nearly twenty years
tgo, when officers of his boat were
counting fin-back whales, which were
/ery numerous. Their attention was
max nnlUJ o rflmo rlroKIa oiivht
IWVII vancu IV a * V21UU* cmmtiv aiguv,

vhen, about a quarter of a mile away,
i whale was seen to blow, and almost
mmediately a -huge serpentlike form {

*ose in the air and descended with a

powerful blow on the whale's back,
.he sound being distinctly heard on
ioard the vessel. This sight would
lave convinced almost any one, even
in experienced fisherman or sailor, that
l sea serpent had delivered this blow.
The fishery experts, however, ascer:ainedthat this was merely an attack
>f a thrasher or swingle-tailed shark
in one of the whales.
Schools of porpoises traveling through

:he water are also often mistaken for
sea serpents, and even small fish, particularlythe species known as "skipjack,"which is less than a foot long,
tnd which skips part of the time above
the surface of the water, have been
taken for sea serpents when schools of
these fish have been strung out a hun-
Ired feet or more through the water.
rhere have also been times, according
to reports by the government experts,
vhen sea captains have mistaken a lot
if floating seaweed half a mile away
.'or a sea monster. The famous whale
shark, which is very scarce, might also
ae taken for a serpent by persons who
ire not familiar with this strange fish,
vhich resembles both the shark and
the whale and which grows to a length
if eighteen to sixty-three feet. The
ast specimen of this fish reported is
ine forty feet long, which was cast up
three miles north of Miami, Fla., in
L912.

* *

That Girard College, Philadelphia,
las one of the most remarkable health

records of any In-
Grirard College stttution of its kind

Wealth T>tn thls country Is
Health Becord. the bellef of Dr p

?. Clazton, commissioner of the United
Itates bureau of education. Dr. Claxonrecently made a visit to the Phlla-
lelphia institution, and was so 1mTHE

GOVERNO!

Prom the Honston Po6t. *

If you watch closely, you will see I
hat Gov. Colquitt has stirred up some 1

lively excitement in the political j

nonkey cage.
Prom the Boston Advertiser. *

Gov. Colquitt says President Wilson's '
.. « hoon *hfi frpnatest !

luinminiration hub «/w.. -. a

failure In history. When a man is deferminedto break into print, saying
foolish things is about as good a way
is any.
Prom tbe Columbia State.
"If I were President".begins Gov.

ffolquitt. Well, Mexico has a vacancy.

Prom tbe Chattanooga Times.
It is comforting to think how differentthings would have been had Gov.

ffolquitt been President,
from tbe Memphis News-8clmetar.
It seems that Gov. Colquitt of Texas

KNMENT IS DOING
pressed with the evident good health
of the hundreds of boys that he requestedDr. Cheesraan A. Herrick, presidentof the college, to have prepared
for government publication a full accountof the health work of the institution.The report will be printed by
the bureau of education for distributionamong the officers of orphanages,
home schools, so-called Industrial and
reform schools, schools for the feeble
minded, state schools for the deaf and
dumb and other Institutions, in which
it is estimated there are no less than
90,000 children in the United States
who are given care of the physical
health as well as an education.
By the provisions of the will of

Stephen Gir&rd the college is accessible
to "poor white male orphans" between
the ages of six and ten years, and
examinations of applicants for admis-
sion arc neid twice a year, isacn applicantundergoes a careful physical
examination. The United States bureauof education is particularly anxiousthat the officers of Institutions
similar to Girard College develop for
themselves a similar health plan which
is outlined for the Girard College by
including, as it does, good food, healthfuloutdoor exercise, watchful care,
warm clothing, sanitary surroundingsand perfectly ventilated sleeping quarters.This system of care, it has been
found, increases the boy's resistance to
disease, while he is securing an educationwhich could not be obtained
without such advantages as the collegeaffords.
The system of personal hygiene of

the boys at the Institution is advised
for the inmates of similar institutions
throughout the United States. Emphasisis placed upon the fact that amongthe 1,500 pupils not a single case of
typhoid has developed in Girard Collegefor more than three years. Amongthe pupils of the college who go to
the country during the vacation periodduring July and August, however,there has been an occasional case of
post-vacation typhoid due to the factthat pupils have spent part of the
time in territory in which there hadbeen epidemics of the disease.
Mouth hygiene is emphasized in the

report as one of the principal factorsin making for the health of the inmatesof the institution, and everythingpossible is done to better theconditions in this line.
*

* *
Although vegetable milk made from

the soja or soy bean may not ever bebecomea competitor of
Milk From cow'8 milk in the United

u-QT1 States, officials of the
' 1 United States Department

of Agriculture are interested in a descriptionof the methods used by the
Japanese in making a substitute for the
world's most popular food beverage. The
so-called vegetable milk of Japan is
familiar to many persons who have
traveled in the far east, and is also
manufactured by the Chinese and Japanesein San Francisco and Oakland,
Cal., and in scattered localities in this
country where there is a large oriental
population. The vegetable milk is generallyused by the orientals alone.
The manner in which the soy bean is

made to furnish a product which in
Japan competes with ordinary milk is
described in a report recently received bythe bureau of chemistry of the Departmentof Agriculture. The method of preparingthis vegetable milk is interesting,although it is somewhat complicated. The
beans first are soaked for ten to twelvehours. In the process of soaking theyexpand about two and one-half times,and when thoroughly soaked are then
ground between mill stones, with sufficient
water to give the desired fluidity. TheJapanese accomnlish thin w wttncr «

small stream of water pass over thebeans as they are being ground.The concentrated part of the fluid isthen separated from the part containingthe washings. This last portion isboiled for about twenty minutes, afterwhich the more concentrated portion isadded and the boiling is continued forfive or ten minutes longer, with an energeticJapanese stirring the mixture allthe time. This boiled liquid is thenAltered through a heavy bag, over whichboiling water is poured and allowed to drainthrough the material. Finally the massof ground beans is pressed in order toget as much of the liquid out as possible.All of this filtrate is milky in appearance,and furnishes the vegetable milk ofJapan, which is considered very nourishing,and is often used as a substitute forordinary milk.

* *
General curiosity as to the real contentsof the condensed soups which

are extensively marketedCondensed exists among chemical exSonnx perts as well as among thesoups. members of a family who
often ihake vain attempts to And real
chicken In some brands of condensed
chicken soups or beef in beef soup. In
connection with the inquiries concerningthe contents of condensed soup,
chemists and nutrition experts in the
United States Department of Agricultureare interested In a report of an
investigation of commercial condensed
soups made by L. A. Congdon of the
North Dakota experiment station.
In an investigation in which analyses

were made of many samples of condensedsoups on the market, the authorfound out that the principal constituentsused in condensed bouillons
were "salt and water, with some extractiveof beef and added spices." He
found that in the condensed beef soupsthe principal ingredient was vegetable
matter, mostly in the form of boiled
harlAV unrf vapv rr,wv """~

he says, might better be named "vegetableand beef soup." In condensed
chicken soups the principal ingredients
were rice and salt water, which Mr.
Congdon suggests might better be
called "rice-chicken soup" or "rice
soup, chicken flavor." The principal
ingredients of chicken gumbo soup
were boiled rice, a small amount of
other vegetables, and. In one case, a
small quantity of corned beef and
chicken.
In the experiment station's investigationit was found that the samples

of the consomme offered were a salt
water solution of meat extractive.
Clam broth in all cases was a salt watersolution of clam extractive, and in
clam chowder, besides a small amount
of clams, the chief ingredient was
found to be boiled potatoes and some
onions with some Incorporated water.
The condensed vegetable soups were
more in line with what their name implied,and the majority of those
analyzed contained lima beans, barley,
tomato pulp, kidney beans, parsnips,
carrots, peas, celery, parsley, spices,
salt, water, with an extraction of beef
soup bone.
The government's nutrition experts

report that the manufacturers of many
brands of soup put more food value in
their product than others, and that the
tendency is to increase the standard of
nutrition and to give the consumer
more for his money. Much in the line;
of improvement, however, is considered
necessary, and the cost of manufacture
must necessarily be increased before
many of the cheaper brands of condensedsoups will contain the food
value of the homemade soups "like!
motner used to serve."

RAYMOND W. PULLMAN.

R OF TEXAS.
md others of his way of thinking: have
put a little ginger into the administrationat Washington,
from the Albany Evening Journal.
But Gov. Colquitt of Texas, who declaresthe Wilson administration "the

greatest failure in the history of the
residency," voted for Wilson, didn't
are? And he will continue to vote for
ill democratic candidates that happen,«ron't he? Then where is his license
to complain?
from the Boston Herald.
Will President Wilson see that the

110,000 which Gov. Colquitt contributed
to the 1912 campaign fund is returned
to him?
from the New York World.
Gov. Colquitt of Texas prefaces his

tirade with the remark: "If I were
President." That is too severe a tax
?n human imagination.

FIFTY YEARS AGO
IN THE STAR

i
Christmas fell on Sunday in 1864. and

consequently there was no issue of
The Star Monday, the

Capture of day on which the holler, day was observed sen-savannah. ..rati. in thi. v.

this reason, though there was no repres-alve government censorship then as now
in the case of the war in Europe,it was not until the 27th of Decemberthat The Star was enabled
to publish the news of Gen. Sherman's
capture of Savannah, which occurred
on the 22d and was announced to the
President by Sherman in a dispatch re-
ceived Christmas evening. The die- '
patch was dated on the 22d, announcing
the occupation of the city and the
capture of 150 heavy guns, much am-
munition and about 25,000 bales of cotton.Thus it was that owing to the
original delay in transmission and the
peculiar conditions locally the readersof The Star did not get the news
for five days after the event. Gen.
Sherman notified the President of the
capture as a "Christmas present." In
The Star of the 17th is the following
speculation as to Sherman's next
course of procedure from Sbavannah:
"Now that Sherman is in full possessionof Savannah, and is able to leave

that nnlnt tn tut .1 K. . m.-w.t- i
.... v» «/

supported by a small garrison, to
march with his grand army to fresh
conquests, the question of *where
next?' comes up in every mind. We see
that some of the northern papers are
divided in opinion as to whether he
will march first to Augusta or Charleston.There is sufficient depth of water
in the Savannah river at this time of
the year for vessels of 150 tons to go
up to Augusta, but as the banks of
that river for a considerable portion
of the way are high and .commanding
it is doubtful if gunboats could go up
there, exposed as they would be to a
plunging fire from rebel batteries, unlessa land force marched up in cooperation.
"As Sherman has already completely

destroyed the rebel Interior railroad
communications via Augusta, not much
could be attained by going there beyonddestroying the rebel manufactoriesthere. Nor in our opinion will
the capture of Charleston be consideredby Sherman of equivalent importanceto the advantages to be
gained by a direct march interiorward
into South Carolina and thence into
North Carolina. Strategically considered,Branchville, S. C., a very importantrailroad center sixty-two miles
northwest of Charleston, is of more
importance than Charleston, Augusta
or Savannah, and once seated there he
could open ready communication with
the sea at Beaufort. Charleston, in
that event, must fall into our hands
at any time like a ripe pear."

*
a a

Chicken fighting was a favorite sport
In certain circles half a century

and although supposedly
Chicken against the law, was fnTSk* dul&ed in on occasions surxigllt.reptitiously. In The Star of
December 28, 1864, la a news paragrapn
as follows, telling of a raid on a match
in the neighborhood of this city:
"Owing to numerous complaints by

residents of this city concerning the
character of those who visit Crystal
Springs, Supt. Richards, with a posse
of his men, went to the place, and
ascertaining that a chicken fight was

on the tapis, stationed his men around
the place, and at a given signal all
closed in and captured the entire party,
fifty-six In number, and paroled them
to appear at the second precinct station
house. The entire party appeared yesterdaymorning before Justice Thompson.The proprietor of Crystal Springs
was fined, under a decree of the levy
court, $20 for selling liquor without
license from that court. Twelve of the
parties who were present at the cock-
fight and apparently concerned were
held for a hearing. The balance were
dismissed, there being no evidence
against them. The justice, in order to
ascertain if there is any lawT in exist-
ence which will subject the parties to a j

fine, holds the case under advisement,
Mr. Utermehle, the attorney for the
levy court, was present at the hearing,
and said that he knew of no law bear-
ing upon the cases."

*
* * 1

The first attack on Port Fisher was

made December 24, 1864, continuing the
following day, but the

Attack on news did not get to
. _ , Washington until the
tort xisner. 28th, being carried in

the third edition of The Star of that
date. This attack was a failure. It
was notable for the explosion of a powdership near the walls of the fort,
which it was expected would cause a
breach through which the attacking
party under Gen. Butler could effect
an entrance. According to the dispatch
in The Star from Lieut. Preston of the
navy to Secretary Welles, the powder
ship was exploded within 300 yards of
the fort at 2 a.m. December 24. Later
information showed that this "torpedo"
had proved a great disappointment to
the Union commanders, for the explosionwas so innocuous that the enemy
mistook the character of the vessel
altogether, the shock being insufficient
even to displace the smokestacks of
the sunken blockade runners in the
vicinity. It was not until January 13
that the attack on the fort was renewed,the Union forces having been
strengthened by Gen. Grant, and on the
15th the fort surrendered.

*
* *

Washington was under the effects of
a new Sunday law at this time fifty

years ago, prohibiting
New Sunday the opening of stores

. - and shops on the SabClosingLaw. batb day exoept by
apothecaries for the dispensing: of
medicines and by the undertakers for
the burial of the dead. In The Star of
December 30, 1864, is a news item statingthat James Washington and C. A.
oiewari, oaroers, naa Deen arrested and t
taken before Judge Boswell charged I
with violating the new law. It appears 1
that Washington was first arrested, J!
and thinking it hard that he should i
suffer alone, he informed on Stewart, \and he also was arrested. Washing- Jton had been arrested before on the J
same charge, but a certified copy of s
the law had not yet reached the magis- \trates, and when the defendant de- 1
manded to see a copy of it his request ;could not be complied with and the c

case was dismissed. This time the tmagistrates had copies of the law, and
when the two barbers were arraigned 2
they were adjudged guilty and given a
minimum fine of $20 each."

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS.
,

Swear off the pompous air of pride, fSwear off the truthless art of posing; £Swear on opinions, big and wide, b
And with the grim old year that's closing,

As bigots, let us cease to be *

Held fast by self-idolatry.
Swear off the narrow thoughts that bind, v
And bold us as the oxen's collar;

Swear off the littleness of mind, *

The narrow worship of the dollar.
And come to see, as come we must, w

That life is but a common trust. ^
Swear on more patience with the alow, e
And more of kindly toleration p

For those who may not chance to know
The wisdom of oar higher station, F

Believing that in every test
The weakest mortal does bis beet.

a
Swear off the haughty, scornful sneer, fl
The cynic habit of derision, b

The thought that we are perfect hero u
And others lack such line precision;

Swear on a creed that we can use. rAnd still respect another's views. r

Detroit Frre i'rs\

FRENCH AND ROi
The chamber of deputies, assembled

In Paris the 23d, voted unanimously an

a p p r opriatlon
Temperance Befoimi of ii.«oo.ooo,ooo

in Both Countries. '

lest six months, Including the cost of
the war. In the afternoon of the same
lay the senate concurred unanimously
In the appropriations voted by the
chamber. '

A previous dispatch from Petrograd
reported that the Rn««i«n mini,,., «r

finance. In a report appended to the
1915 budget, estimated the cost of the
war to Russia up to the end of October,old style, or November 13, as $89*2,-
500,000. \

It Is highly interesting at the mo-
ment, when France has checked the
consumption of absinthe, to mark the
prohibition against the sale of vodka j(brandy) in all Russia, by order of the
czar. 1
The Russian minister of finance, ]

while confessing that vodka constitut- !
ed one of its most important sources i
Of revenue, said that he felt the ere- i
ative power of th$ sober Russian peo- 1
pie, applied to the enormous natural
riches of the country, would enable fu- Jture budgets of the empire to be based
on new principles. ,Thus, in France and in Russia, re-
forms have been achieved without
shock and without bitter discussion, jand at a moment, too, when the in- ,
terested governments were Jealously \guarding every avenue of taxation with
the capital view of meeting the exi-
gencies of war budgets. ,M. Alexandre Ribot, French minister
of finance, in his explanations to the
appropriations committee of the cham-
ber of deputies in the matter of the ]budget for 1915, said, in substance:
"The interests of all peoples are so interwoventhat the nations not actually
engaged in the hostilities are deeplyaffected by the war.**
The intricate system of commercial

and Industrial credit brought to perfec-
tion after centuries of labor had been
stunned for the moment by the outbreak
of unexpected war, but was recovering
France would not lack resources to

continue the war which she did not
seek, said M. Ribot, but which she was
resolved to pursue to the finish without
faltering. From a financial viewpoint
France's reserves were such that she
could regard without anxiety the prospectof a prolongation of hostilities.
The end of the war would not depend
at any time on the status of her financialpower.

w
* *

M. Rlbot informed the appropriations
committee that France had advanced to

allied or friendly countries
Advances the following sums: To

a ail* Belgium, $30,000,000; to
tO Allies, servia, $18,000,000; to

Greece, $4,000,000, and to the Bank of
Montenegro, $100,000. The treasury had
in circulation September 1 $85,400,000
of treasury bonds. This was increased
before the end of November to $188,000,000,the total authorized under the government'sdecree of October 1. The
government on December S authorized
an increase to a total of $280,000,000.
The total national defense 5 per cent
bonds subscribed for now surpass
$200,000,000.
The Bank of France had advanced the

government for mobilization expenses,
$580,000,000; to the Hank of Algeria,
$20,000,000. Theso advances having
proved insufficient, it increased its ulti-
mate total to $1,200,000,000. The ministerrequested that parliament sanction
this agreement with the Bank of France.
The governments normal revenues nad

decreased in every direction, stamp
taxes, bourse transfers, customs and
various indirect revenues, such as those
irom sugar receipts ana spirits, naa
diminished 47 per cent. This was attributedto the large number of consumerscalled to the colors, voluntary
restraint of the people, early closing
hours and prohibition of the sale of
absinthe. Tobacco receipts had dimin- 11
ished 16 per cent.
Russia, of all countries, suffers far

less economically than others. There
are many reasons for that situation:
The immensity of her territory, which
serves her even in case of a sudden
reverse by invasion from serious harm;
the rigor of climate renders the movementsof armies difficult.at times impossible;the number of her population
and the rapidity of growth of populationeasily repairs losses. Even after
mobilization Russia provides abundantlyfor her agricultural wants, so that
her natural life is little disturbed by
war, and labor in the fields and in the
mines remains undisturbed. If in certaincases the effectives are diminished
the workmen are still sufficiently numerousto assure a normal condition.

In 1904 one was astonished to see

tiow little the country appeared to be
modified by the JapaPresentWar nea® war. The calm

_ _ . of Petrograd and Mos18Popular. cow wa8 attributed to
'heir distance from the theater of hostilities.Nevertheless, the campaign at
that time was antipathetic to the Rus-
aian population, whereas today the war
has aroused the population to the highsstpoint of enthusiasm. There is
unanimity in the people, and the coun-
try, there is no doubt, will continue
to show the same fire and spirit as
that manifested from the first day.
rhe revolutionary spirit that marked
the first days of the struggle against
Japan is absent. Then, too, the effort
>f the government bears no comparison
with that of 1904. Russia was ac-

tually in a state of revolution in 1904;
n 1914 Russia could not restrain her
people if she would. <
It being granted that Russia pos- <

sesses a sufficient quantum of moral
energy, it is first necessary to consider j
her means of action. The crisis in ]
Russia passed the morning after the j
czar accorded the constitution. Rus- t
sia's unity was accomplished, and yet i
Europe appeared to take little note of t
the event. A Moscovite writer only re- t
gently said: "This is a grand epoch l
ever to be remembered. We are all r

happy to feel that we are all in one.
For a fact exiled revolutionaries are t
writing from their land of exile. Si- t
leria, appealing to their friends in 1
Russia to join the national army." i
The Russian budget is in a most sat- f

Isfactory situation and the receipts r

here of late years have been in excess s
>f the expenses, so much, indeed, that e
:his excess has served largely to cover e
n great part the needs of the ordinary i
budget. The ordinary budget shows \
m excess of 219,000,000 rubles, wnich a
romes within 23,000.000 rubles of cover- i
rter the deficit of the extraordinary r

rndget. The total of 3,668,000,000 ru- t
Jles for the extraordinary budget of r
:914 at 2.66 franca quoted amounts to r

,466,000,000 of francs, or 31,893,000,000. c
The ordinary value of the ruble is
9 4-10 cents, the quoted figure of 2.66, t
>r 63 cents, is abnormal and renders ,e

inversion misleading). 11
For Russia's population of 170,000,000 t
he tax per capita appears to be $11.

TERRE HAUTE*:

'ram the Omsbe Bee. '

Possibly if Terre Haute had had a tj
ew more city officials they might have K
een indicted, too. c,

'rout the St Joaepb Geaettr.
Terre Haute's mayor seems to have
oted often too late. F

'rom the New York American.

The authorities in Terre Haute must c|
e strangely lacking in energy. There
ave been only thirty Indictments for F
lection frauds there, and the voting
opulation must be at least twice that.

^
rem the InOiarapolii Ntwi.
Some of the Terre Haute prisoners ^

t the jail had to sleep on the cement
oor. Thus it seems that something g<
esides the way of the transgressor is T
ard.

r
rom the Buffalo Bxprea*. \
They keep ri~ht on reporting federal et

SSIAN FINANCES
P*or Prance's population of 40.000.00H
the tax per capita is 125 francs, or |25«

*

a a

Moreover, in tho analysis of the Hue#
lian budget it should be remarked that

taxation furnishes only
Russian one-third of tho receipts,

or 1,196,000,000. of the
Jtesonrccs. 3.55S.OOO.OOO rubles. The

remainder, in fact, is obtained from the
domain lands, including government
railways. The Russian contributor ia
thus taxed lightly, since 1.196,000,000
rubles represents about $4 per capita.
Only societies by industrial and financialjoint slock pay very heavy taxes
on their earnings- But the landed contributionis light, that of improved
buildings is still at moderate rates; t!.«»
different stamp taxes are nothing like
as heavy as those in France.
The government, as we have seen,

das decreed the closing of shops for
the retail of vodka. This was early
n the war. A dispatch (Renter) from
Pctrograd dated December 29 says that
in order has been issued prohibiting
the sale of all alcoholic drinks in tlu*
city, including beer. This order, it is
Added, applies even to the clubs and
tiigh-gra.de restaurants.
In the commencement of 1914 EmperorNicholas II complained that the

minister of finances, KokovtzofT, had
considered too exclusively the fiscal
side of the problem, lie replaced him
t>y M. Bark, who carried out the wishes
of the emperor. A falling off in the
receipts is expected to follow, but u

will be amply compensated not only by
the better health of a great number of
peasants who will no longer be drunk
with vodka, but l>y the augmentation
jt contributive forces of the natlor
The laborer who Is 6ober produces
more and better than the drunken;
ilso this laborer will produce more
from the fields; then it wilfbe easy to
exact from these men higher taxes.
The Russian press welcomed with

ioy the reform, and it characterized
drunkenness as an evil as dangerous
as an armed foe. At the same tin.«
that M. Bark renounced the "formidablereceipts" received from alcohol
he announced the taxes he proposed to
place upon certain articles.tax on
country property, rents. Industrial
tax, tax on spirits, on cigarette paper,
on assurance against Are, on the transportof travelers and merchandise, on
plays and shows; stamps of diverse
nature, postal and telegraphic correspondence..

*

Among" other taxes M. Bark proposes
a military tax to be paid by those who

are liberated from the
War Bevenne service or who pass I

from the reserve or
Aearixtl* territorial without

passing by the active army. M. Bark
demanded the vote on the project of
the tax on revenue submitted to the
duma in 1913, and from which he expectsa production of 150,000,000 rubles.The augmentations it is understoodare war measures, and will disappearafter the war, and are proposed
only for 1915. Due to the resources here
indicated the ordinary budget will be
balanced. As for the extraordinary expenses,they will be raised lirst upon
the cash in the treasury* which will bo
reimbursed later by loans. At this momentthe state has issued 300,000,000
of rubles of treasury notes, at 5 per
cent, which have been entirely subscribedat Moscow.
One of the particular characteristics

of the Russian political financial policy
is the constant aim to accumulate considerablesums of money for an emergencythat is entirely free. Under the
autocratic regime the czar was supposedto have always at hand a sort
of war treasure which would permit
him to act in certain urgent case*.
The parliamentary regime has not modifiedthat tradition. Russians believe
that it is better to contract loans for
the treasury in time of peace rather
than wait for troublous times, which
render credit operations more difficult.
Mot only the minister of finances has
constantly hundreds of millions to his
credit in the Bank of Russia, but he
has deposits in foreign countries
which amount to considerable sums.
From August 1, 1914, Russia's credit
at the bank was 517,000,000 rubles.
It fell to 231,000,000 after the expense
of mobilization.
i?rom juiy 11--4, iyi4, wnen Austria

sent the historical note to Servia which
fired all Europe, M. Bark sent immediatelyto Berlin orders withdrawing
from the banks there the bonds that
government had deposited to the value
5f 20,000,000 rubles; at the same time
the minister telegraphed to German
bankers and correspondents of the
treasury to place the Russian governmentfunds with his correspondents at
Paris, London and Petrograd. At Berlinalone Russia had 10.000.000 rubles
in German banks. In the banks of
France and England there were more.
January 1, 1914, Russia had in the
banks at London and Paris a total of
i half million rubles.

*
* *

It was with a prophetic view of the futurethat the minister of finances invitedthe attention of the
Free Credits duma and the council of

the empire in submitJlecessary.ting the budget of 1914,
on the importance to the treasury to
have free reserves in such quantity that
he could face unexpected expenses;
those which could not have been consideredwhen the budget was establishedshould nevertheless be urgently
effected in the interest of government.
"The possession of free credits," added

M. IvokovtzolY, "which consolidates the
financial situation and avoids the
necessity or proceeding; to loans at
times that are unfavorable to credit
operations, is specially opportune becauseof the actual situation of politicalinterests of divers states."
This expression should have bee-!

neditated at th*» Palace Bourbon Jr.
December, 1913, when t.ie chamber reectedthe loan presented by the nilni°ryBarthou, whoso successor declare.;
n January following that he bad n««
leed of money and that the French
ireasury was amply filled. The contrast
>etween the two policies is sufficiently
narked to preclude comment.
Russia's finances are brilliant. The

stock of gold in her banks is equal to
hat In the Bank of France; the soidityof the Russian bank note Is com)arableto that of the French. The re'ormof peasant property has had a
narked success. Little by little lands
Lre being divided; great proprietors
ire selling a part of their lands; the
itate is doing likewise; Siberia is bengdeveloped; numerous lines of railraysare being constructed by state
tnd private corporations; the peasant
s being taught the idea of individual
iroperty and is accorded on applicaion120 hectares of land which he mav
lot sell or hypothecate, the land re~naininghis property so long as he
lultfvates it.
Such, in part, is the work of the Korovtzoffministry; such, indeed, the
mancipation of the ser'# which, begun
»y Alexander II, is being completed by
he Czar Nicholas II.

CH. CHAILLE-LONG.

5 OFFICIALS.

idictments at Terre Haute for allegedrauds at the recent local election. If
hat principle is established at Terre
[aute there can be little further exusefor permitting the violation of the
fteenth amendment to the Constltuon.
rom the Kansas City Time.".
The Terre Haute machine probably
as no worse than some other ma*
lines. It was just unluckler.
rom the Duluth Herald.
Terre Haute manages to squeeze into
rlnt almost as often as Harry Thaw.
rom the Knoxville Journal and Tribune.
Those Terre Haute fellows have been
uing it worse than in "blocks of five."
bey are making it by wholesale.

ma the Boston Advertiser.
Terre Haute Is Trench for the "high
>ots "


